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For those of you who may not 
have heard about it, Edward Abbey 
has started an outrageous guerilla 
war in the most remote areas of 
Utah. They call it monkeywrench- 
ing, after The Monkey Wrench 
Gang which was the fascinating and 
obvioulsy inspiring story about how 
a group of people opposed to having 
the federal government dam up the 
great rivers of the west for the sake 
of porkbarrel politics, went through 
remote Utah and sabotaged gov- 
ernment road building equipment, 
This fictional war of the 1970's has 
become a real war in the 1980's 
with the planned expansion of the 
road system in southern Utah, par- 
ticularly the locally controversial, 
proposed Burr Canyon trail paving. 
The paving is planned to help pro- 
vide access to industrial tourons 
who come to race their motorboats 
on the government built lakes, par- 
ticularly Powell. Alex Jospeh, 
polygamist mayor of Big Water (my 
favorite Utah town) says , “Lake 
Powell was a marraige between the 
mafia and the federal government.” 
Don’t bother to ask Dell Webb Cor- 
poration, operators of the marinas 
and owners of those fine Nevada 
casinos, and the people who gave 
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the world Sun City Arizona; what 
they think. These improbable 
water systems, Lake Powell for all 
of its great size provides no irriga- 
tion in the middle of one of the 


largest deserts on the continent, .~ 


and lake filled canyons have made 
the out-of control growth of god- 
forsaken places like Phoenix (“the 
blob that ate the desert”, according 
to Ed Abbey), L.A. and Las Vegas 
possible. The western mafia liter- 
ally made a killing in previously 
worthless desert land, hence the 
continuing investigation of the 
Arizona Land Commission and 
newspaper reporters with explo- 

g Cars. 

I don’t always agree with Ed 
Abbey, maybe less so now than 
ever, but his book Abbey's Road 
says some things worth thinking 
about, so I'm going to quote him at 
length: 


“If guns are outlawed only out- 
laws will have guns.” 
(True?False? Maybe?) 


“I am opposed, absolutely, to 
every step the state makes to re- 
strict my right to buy, own, pos- 
sess, and carry 4 firearm. Whether 











DEAD 


shotgun, rifle, or handgun.” 


“Of course, we can agree toa 
few common sense limitations. 
Guns should not be sold to children, 
to the certifiably insane, or to con- 
victed criminals. Other than that, 
we must regard with extreme sus- 
picion any effort by the government 
- local, state, or national - to control 
our right to arms. The registration 
of firearms is the first step toward 
confiscation. The confiscation of 
weapons would be a .major and 
probably fatal step into authorita- 
rian rule - the domination of most of 


~us by a new order of “gentleman.” 


By a new harder oligarchy.” 


“The tank, the B-52, the fighter- 
bomber, the state-controlled police 
and military are the weapons of dic- 
tatorship. The rifle is the weapon of 
democracy. Not for nothing was 
the revolver called the “equalizer.” 
Let us hope our weapons are never 
needed - but do not forget what the 
common people of this nation knew 






when they demanded the Bill of 
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Rights: An armed citizenry is the 
first defense, the best defense, and 
the final defense against tyranny.” 


“If guns are outlawed, only the 


government will have guns, only 
the police, the secret police, the 
military. The hired servants of our 
rulers. Only the government - anda 
few outlaws. I intend to be among 
the outlaws.” 


Later Abbey warns, “As for 


Smokey the Cop and all of his 
friends - those jolly policeman of 
various types - state, federal, sec- 
ret, private, 
plainclothes, foreign, and domestic 
I stay away from them. I also avoid 


uniformed, 


muggers, rapists, hijackers, ter- 
ronsts, politicians, murderers, and 
other lunatics. And for precisely 
the same reason.” 

Cactus Ed, “fancies himself a 
libertarian, an anarchist, and a 
deadicated scofflaw.” 


Highway busts up, behind the Zion Curtain. 


Planning to visit a few national 
parks or maybe hike a wildemess 
area? The number of drug busts on 
major highways crossing some of 


Utah's most remote areas are way, 


up as police surveillance reaches 
new heights of paranoia. This rash of 
chemical McCarthyism is taking its 
toll In the 1950's they hunted com- 
mies for scapegoats, now they are 
hunting pot smokers and other drug 
users for the same reason. Possess- 


ot the ow, 1 doubt ta mt even 3 ‘(ay 

anybody pursuing an tenure 
lifestyle for. that matter) was 
stamped out, that the real problems 
of this nation would be miraculously 
cured. Throwing actors and wmiters 
in jail didn’t exactly make the world 
safe for democracy in the 1950's. 
The Drug Inquisistion is an excuse 
for not facing real problems. It is a 
witch hunt and a careful traveler 
needs to plan to survive the intense 
scrutiny. If you are from Utah, then 
stones of mass drug busts won't 
come as a surpnse, If you are from 
another state, be warned. 
The Heat Come ‘Round and 
Bust Me for Smiling on a Sunny 
“et 

_ Most commonly — monn are 


Kir, panics, cars with east coast, St Florida, 


Texas, and California plates. The 





reasons most commonly given for 
stops are minor speeding violations 
and equipment violations, but even 
major busts have been made in rural 
Utah on parking violations. iy 
The Utah Highway Patrol denies 
that it is continuing to target the 
highways which have produced big 
busts, but the stores in southern 
and central Utah newspapers 
suggest otherwise, Areas subject to 
roadblocks and the most intense 
scrutiny are on Interstate-70 from 
Capen River, ve to Cove Fort 
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mo os a yar ticular we gid umber 
of searches and _ roadblocks. 
Roadblocks have also been tned on 
I-15, south of St. George, in the 
northbound lanes, and in Hurnicane, 
Utah near Zion National Park. Very 
little activity had been reported in 
the Four Comers area until a large 
pot bust recently made in Monticello 
by the San Juan County Sheniffs 
Office. It was in a pickup_ with 
Anzona plates that was allegedly 
going too slow. : 

Other places to be extremely 
careful of intense surveillance and 
roadblocks in the Southwest are 1-40 
east of Albuquerque, New Mexico, 
to Tucumean, and I-40 for at least 
thirty miles on either side of 
Flagstaff, Arizona. Also in the Four 
Comers, the bridge over the San 
Juan River in Farmington, New 














Mexico, is a frequent chokepoint for 
roadblocks. Anywhere on I-10 from 
Texas to the California desert is 
good for stops and searches based 
ona “profile”. But if you don’t fit that 
profile, at least not visibly, and you 
don’t give them an excuse by speed- 
ing or something, then you've got a 
pretty good chance of enjoying your 


Left-handed monkey wrench and photo courtesy of Bruce Johnson, Salt Lake City 


vacation. Also, if you feel concerned 
about crossing some of these areas, 
roadblocks hardly ever are set up be- 
fore 9:00 am and seldom go after 
dark. Heavy traffic on weekends, 
holidays, and the tourst season also 
affects the intensity of surveillance. 
HAPPY MOTORING. 
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Me. 


Get out your lead suits kids, 
‘cause Uncle Sam is bringing out his 
heavy artillery to keep from owning 


pensation for the first time in history. 
Our government long ago saw fit to 
settle up with the radiated citizens of 


soever to compensation for those 
damages or even the right to protec- 
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tion from future injury by radiation. 
The government doesn't even have 
to warn us when it’s coming. 

The journal of the American 
Medical Association reports that. 
Mormons generally have an inci- 
dence of cancer 23% below the na- 
tional average. But, in those areas 
of Utah covered by blast radiation, 
They found five times the number — 
of leukemia cases expected, ten 
times the number of bone cancer 
cases, twice the number of brain 
tumors, and excess thyroid and 
breast cancer. The Public Health 
Service found an increase in 
leukemia mortality in southwestern 
Utah in 1965 which was corrobo- 
rated by follow up studies of deaths 
in children. No apparent cause 
other than radiation was found. The 
Atomic Energy Commission had 
the report suppressed for fourteen 
years until its release was forced 


under the Freedom Of Information “| ~~ 
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much as 40 to 500 times the amount - | it nball, said something at the _ 

bayer po et xpected, because time of the MX missle debate that 
In 1956 the federal courts threw — fathers came to this western 
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concealment of the facts...," and that 
the government had “tampered” 
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The Libertanan Party is the only 
alternative political party in Utah. It 
is also the third largest and fastest 
growing political party in the nation. 
Libertarians reject the old Left-Right 
polarity which has given us the sa- 
cred “two-party” system. It has 
created great divisivness and tells us 
that our only choice is between 
Democrats and Republicans, which 


” 


and size of government at all levels 


_has grown beyond the ability of any- 
one to control it and that the mount- 


ing problems will not be solved until 
it is reduced to a scale of human con- 
trol. Government is too large, intru- 
sive, inefficient, and _ inherently 

While masquerading as a 
world protector, it has become the 
greatest threat to peace and security 


in history, 

Don't Tread On Me is the the 
Libertarian creed in a_ nutshell. 
Libertanans believe that everyone 
has the absolute responsibility to re- 
spect the nghts of others, and the 
right to expect others to do the 
same, Let people decide for them- 
selves what to eat, dmrnk, read, 
watch, or smoke and how to dress, 
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medicate themselves and make love 
without fear of cmmuinal penalties. 
Libertananism believes in self-deter- 
mination and mutual respect. You 
don't threaten your neighbors with 
fines or jail sentances just because 
they choose careers or lifestyles dif- 
ferent from yours. Government has 
the responsibility to respect indi- 
vidual rights, but it has become the 










forts of our political leaders to regu- 
late and censor televison program- 
ming. We oppose the laws which 
make it a crime to disseminate infor- 
mation about birth control We be- 
lieve that the Utah Liquor Control 
Commission is an exploitive govern- 
ment monopoly which victimizes one 
segment of our population for the be- 
nefit of another, and that it should be 
abolished and replaced with a free 
market system. We oppose the 
compulsory public school system 
which has become a machine to pro- 
mote a narrow and repressive set of 
social values and religious doctrines. 





We oppose the big dam projects of — 


federal government which are en- 
vironmentally destructive and tre- 
mendous wastes of money. We op- 
pose all victimless crimes, such as 









drugs, polygamy, cohabitation, and 
dancing in public (as it is prohibited in 
parts of Utah). You keep hearing 
about how they need more money 
because the jails are full and the 
courts are overloaded. Maybe if we 
stopped putting people in jail who 
don’t belong there, there would be 
plenty of room for those who do. We 
also think it’s time the state got more 
than 3.2% beer in here. 

_ At no other time in American his- 





regis 
numbered, told what to do, and what 
not to do. The federal government 
has become a giant black hole, suck- 
ing our power and energy into its 
center. We oppose the draft and 
draft registration. The Selective Ser- 
vice should be abolished. It has be- 
come one of the major tools of the 
old power brokers to make the sys- 
tem work by victimizing the young. 
We oppose the Social Security sys- 


~ tem for the same reason. It is a giant 


pyramid scheme which would be 
shut down for fraud if the govern- 
ment were not running it. It too vic- 
timizes the young to secure the pos- 
ition of the old power brokers. Does 
it make you feel secure about the fu- 
ture? 

Libertarians oppose the program 








DON’T TREAD ON ME. 


of global military intervention by the 
government. In the name of freedom 
it has spent billions to prop up some 
of the worst enemies of freedom and 
humanity on earth, who have in tum 
subjugated their own people. It’s 
time we stopped picking up the cost 
of defending nations like Japan, Ger- 
many, and Korea. We are all atizens 
of the Whole Earth as Victor Hugo 
said, and we believe in free and open 
borders, travel, and trade. THINK 
GLOBALLY/ACT LOCALLY. Let's 
govern ourselves and respect others 
enough to let them do the same. 
Utah has become i ad- 
dicted to the federal military budget. 
Nearly one out of every four dollars 
of family income in Utah comes from 
the politicians of either party have 
the courage to say no to the mer- 
chants of death. Utah has to be more 
than a Disneyland for the military-in- 
dustnal complex. 

If you would like to help spread 
the message of personal freedom in 
Utah (or anywhere else for that mat- 
ter) give us a call. 
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It’s nearly 400 miles from Al- 
buquerque to Colorado Springs, but 
if | wanted tickets for the Dead's Red 
Rocks show that was the shortest 
distance | could drive to a ticket out- 





let. | had been waiting for these 


shows since the second the music 
stopped at the last Red Rocks show 
two years ago. | was leaving nothing 
to chance (I thought). 1 cruised into 
“the Springs” about five o'clock of 
the afternoon of the day before tick- 
ets went on sale. My mail order had 
been returned, but my course was 
clear: find the location of the ticket 
office and then find a campsite in the 
Pike's Peak area for the night, 
maybe do some tnps and watch the 
meteor showers, and then hit the 
line just in time to spend the night on 
the sidewalk, but it would be worth 
it. Besides, I hear people in Russia 
have to do this sort of thing all the 
ume. 

By about midnight the line was 
pushing two blocks long and some of 
the local residents bitched and called 
the cops, who fortunately didn’t show 
until after the keg we had been 
working on was finished. Some real 
nasty locals came out and threw eggs 
at some of the Dead Heads, com- 
pletely unprovoked. But the cops 
just said everybody had to move to 
the other side of the building. Like a 


Park West, Utah 


lot of people, | was asleep when the 
mad rush began and it took two 
hours to reorganize the line, but the 
Dead Heads were tremendously re- 
strained considering the circum- 
stances. So we all got bedded aa 
again around three a.m. Around 3:4 
a.m. the automatic sprinklers rae 
on and sent people scattering in all 
directions in the darkness, but 
others were beyond movement and 
just laid there. But we got things to- 


gether again, in spite of another 
sprinkler attack, just about the time . 
the first light of day began to showin ~~ 


the eastern sky. Mainstream Col- 
orado Springs started coming to 
work and the yuppie restaurant we 
were sprawled in front of sent a guy 
out with a push broom to shove 
sleeping Dead Heads out of the way 
since they were having a breakfast 
meeting for the Chamber of Com- 
merce, or the Young Republicans or 
somebody like that. So it was a real 
cross-cultural expenence and was 
good for a lot of disgusted looks and a 
good dose of the hairy eyeball We 
looked pretty trashed, put people 
got high and time drew near. 

By the time tickets went on sale 
the line was pushing four blocks 
long, but we were getting closer and 
it looked like any minute we would 
have our tickets. 10:45 a.m, ugly 
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~ Dead Trivia. + 


Why I came to Mexicali? 
Where I fled to after I left El Paso? 
Catch the Detroit Lightnin’ out of 
Great Northern out of 

__ From sea to shining 


Sea. 


Where the wind don't blow so © 
strange? 


When me and my uncle headed to 
west Texas? 


Mama tned, so who's left to blame? 


Why the “Operator’’ can’t get 
through? 
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From The Dead 


rumors start to filter back. The third 
show is sold out! Eleven a.m., one 
hour after going on sale and seven- 
(een hours after | got in line, all the 
tickets are gone. At first silence and 
disbelief and then questions. How 
can it be? Blank stares from 

sleepless eyes, and then the line dis- 
solves into a crowd which converges 
on the door. Angry words between 
Dead Heads and the staff of Budget 


Records which was the only 


“Springs” outlet. “GO HOME”, 
shout the Budget people, but nobody 
leaves and more people push closer. ° 
The Budget people choke. They 
slam the door and hang out the 
“closed” sign, barricading them- 
selves inside. But there wasn’t any 
violence. If it had been anyone but 
Dead Heads there would have been. 
A lot of us were really sorry that we 
had tried so hard to behave the night 
before. But there were a few tears, 
a lot of sighs, lots more cussin’, and 
mosUy disappomtment. Word has it 
that this same scene was playing all 


over Colorado. Indeed, 


some uckets were sold in Colorado “ 


Springs. Hundreds of Dead Heads 


who had been following the tour for | 


years were shut out. They 

had to work for their tickets bene 
but they had always been able to get 
them They were literally n shock. | 
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So was L. It was a long drive to “the 
Springs” and it was an even a longer 
one going home without any tickets. 
Anyway, this new wave of com- 
mercial success is a tremendous op- 





ness. But success can rum a lot of 
good things too. The Dead have 
been described as the “slowest ns- 
ing” rock band in history and as indi- 
viduals this change in fortune will 
probably have little mmpact upon 
thern. However, the hangers on who 
attach themselves to commercal 
successes; the ticket agents, the 
promoters, scalpers, facihty 
operators, and even entire towns, 
are greatly mfluenced by these 
things. Not that these guys don't 
provide valuable services, but it’s a 


these people, not all of whom are 



































Where Delilah Jones and her eight 
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Where the fnend of the Devil's two 
wives live? 
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Ezra Taft Benson's approximate — 
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Their faith is in n the legislator, not in “That government governs best “The really valuable thing is 
“ mankind. Ours is in mankind, not in, which governs least.” wphuibon. no 
r is Fre pA IOMAS JEFFERSON 
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“Sometimes its some sap rie 
sometimes its ji just shit.” 

















Gi _ “HENRY DAVID THOREAU | "JERR Y JOSEPH 
=} "Lae, 4-63) Resist much. Obey li oy | know of nothing in this world 
more wets ou a BC * ~ -WALT Since 1S thas the stability of a peanut 
acitus, en, | | butter sandwich.” 
—-LOUIS BUTTS JR. 
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